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When she became a widow her means were once more straitened,
and she was burdened with the charge of providing for a family
which consisted of three sons and a daughter. George, her
second son, was her favourite, and she determined to educate
him for a courtier's life. As far as solid intellectual training
was concerned, she did nothing for him ; but she used every
means in her power to perfect him in all external accomplish-
ments.

When James first saw him he was in his twenty-second year.
It was an anxious moment both for his mother and himself. If
he did not succeed in impressing the King in his favour, no
other career was open to him. Almost the whole of his father's
property having descended to the children of the first marriage,
all his fortune amounted to a miserable 5o/. a year, and his
education had unfitted him for any of the ordinary means of
raising himself in the world.

Fortunately, however, for him, at least as far as his more
immediate prospects were concerned, James seems to have
He comes l&ed him from the first, and, if he did not himself
to Court, jnvite him to Court, was by no means displeased to
see him there. According to one account the early favour
which James showed to Villiers was the result of a compact
between himself and Somerset, who thought that if the King
sometimes treated the young Englishman with civility, it would
shut the mouths of those who alleged that he sacrificed
himself to Scotchmen.1 Those, however, who wished ill to
Somerset, soon took him in hand, and instructed him how
to gain the ear of the King. Sir John Graham, one of the
Gentlemen of the Privy Chamber, gave him a piece of advice
which he accepted without difficulty. He was attached to the
daughter of Sir Roger Aston, and it is said that she would have
been his wife if he had been able to scrape together the little
sum which her parents required before they could prudently
consent to the marriage. Graham advised him to think no
more of entangling himself in such a manner at the very
beginning of his career. This advice he determined to take.

1 Somerset to Lerma, May^j 1613, Madrid Palace Library.